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Listing of Claims. 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently amended) Hie multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim JJ-K wherein said storage member includes a substantially rectangular storage 
compartment. 

3. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim wherein said storage member includes a first substantially circular storage 
compartment having a side wall and bottom , 

4. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim 3, wherein said storage member includes a second substantially circular storage 
compartment. 

5. (Previously presented) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim 4, wherein said storage member includes a substantially rectangular storage compartment. 

6. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim _8-4% wherein said storage member includes an open utility surface. 

7. (Currently amended) A multifunctional receptac le with load-leveling capabilities, 
including: 

a base member having a bottom side and side member extending u pward from said 
bottom side; 

a stor a ge member pivotallv connected to said si de member to enable said storage member 
to have at least a limited ra n ge of move m ent with respect to said base member and to permit a 
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ranee of inclined positions respectively between said base member and said sto rage member: and 

means interconnecting said base member and said storage member fo r adjusting said 
storage member in a selectable fixed incline position with respect to said base T he 
multifunctional rocoptaol e with load lev e ling oapabilitioo of olaim -4, wherein said storage 
member includes a hook extending upward from said storage member f or retaining a 
conventional roller paint tray atop of said storage member in a manner to pe rmit use thereof. 

8. (Currently amended) A multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities, including: 

a base member having a bottom side and side member extending upwar d from said 

bottom side: 

a storage member pivotallv connected to said side member to enable said s torage member 

to have at least a limited range of movement with Tesoect to said base member and to permit a 
range of inclined positions respectively between said base mem ber and said storage member; and 

means interconnecting said base member and said storage member fo T adjusting said 

storage member in a selectable fixed incline position with res pect to said base The 
multifunctional roceptaolo with load leveling capabilities of claim 1 , wherein said maintaining 
adjusting m eans includes a movable flange and slotted surface which operably interconnect said 
storage member and said base member such that said flange removably seats in a slot of said 
slotted surface to set maintain a selected incline between said base member and said storage 
member. 

9. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim JH-, which includes a handle connected to said side member. 

10. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
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claim JH-, which includes a pair of opposing side members. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim 13 10 . wherein said first handle and said second handle are which includ es a first generally 
U-shaped handle having a transverse memb e r and two opposing parallel oido turns e xten ding 
therefrom in a first direction, wherein each said side arm is pivotally conn e ct e d to on e said sid e 
member. 

12. (Currently amended) A multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities, 
including: 

a base member having a bottom side and side member extending upward from said 
bottom side; 

a storage member pivotallv connected to said side member to e nable said storage member 
to have at least a limited range of movement with respect to said base member and to permit a 
ranee of inclined positions respectively between said base member and said storage member; and 

means interconnecting said base member and said storage m ember for adjusting said 

storage member in a selectable fixed incline position with res pect to said base, a first handle 
having a transverse member and two opposing parallel side arms ex tending therefrom in a first 
direction, wherein each said side arm is pivotallv c onnected to one said side member The 
multifunctional rcooptoolo with load leveling capabilities of claim 11 , wherein said transverse 
member includes a hooked arm extending therefrom in another direction from said first direction 
to enable said receptacle to hang from a rung of a ladder. 

1 3 . (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim 12 which includes a second generally U ohapcd handle having a transverse member and 
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two opposing parallel side arms extending therefrom in a common direction, wherein each said 
side arm is pivotally connected to one said side member. 

14. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim 1 3, wherein said transverse member of said first U shaped handle includes a retaining hook 
extending therefrom which is configured to removably retain said second U shaped h andle. 

1 5 . (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim 14, wherein said transverse member of said first handle includes a hooked arm extending 
therefrom in another direction from said first direction to enable said receptacle to hang from a 
rung of a ladder. 

16. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim 14, wherein said retaining hook is configured to removably retain said transverse member 
of said second U shap e d handle. 

17. (Currently amended) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of 
claim _84, wherein said storage member includes a tab to seat on a rung of a ladder and aid in 
support thereof. 

1 8. (New) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabi lities of claim 7, which 
includes a first handle having a transverse me m ber and two opposing parallel side arms 
Ending therefrom in « first directio n, wherein each said side arm is pivotally connected to one 
said side member. 

19. (New) The multifunctional receptacle with load-l e veling capabilities of claim 18, wherein 
said transverse member includes a h o oked arm extending therefrom in another direction from 
s^ fd first direction to enable said Receptacle to hang from a rung of a ladder. 
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20. (New) The multif unctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of claim 19, which 
includes a second han dle having a transverse member and two opposing parallel side arms 
extending therefrom in a common direction, wherein each said side arm is pivotallv connected to 
one said side member. 

21. (New) The multifunctional receptacle with load-leveling capabilities of claim 20. wherein 
said transverse member of said first handle includes a retaining hook extending therefrom which 
is configured to removably retain said second handle and wherein said transverse member of said 
first handle includes a hooked arm extending therefrom in another direction from said first 
direction to enable said receptacle to hang from a rung of a ladder. 
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